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To hear a House 
Finch go to: 
Allaboutbirds.org 

Fun House Finch Facts  
1. House Finches were originally only in Western North 
America and Mexico. But in the 1940’s a group of them was 
turned loose in New York after they failed to be sold as 
“Hollywood Finches” and they have continued to spread. 
 
2. The sheer number of House Finches is enormous. They have 
an estimated population somewhere between 267 million to 1.4 
billion birds. 
 
3.  Male House Finches get their red color from pigments in 
the food they eat. If they don’t get enough red they can have a 
more yellowish or orange color. Female House Finches like to 
mate with the reddest male they can find, maybe to increase 
the odds that he is good at finding food.  

 
4. House Finch parents feed their young only plant matter, which is rare in the bird community as most birds, 
even if they are herbivores as adults, feed their young small animals and insects to give them protein. 
 
5. The oldest House Finch on record was a female who was at least 11 years and 7 months old. 

Hi Birders, the last few weeks I have been greeted by a wonderful chorus of House Finches every 
time I come and go out of my house. House Finches are one of my favorite birds for the simple 
reason that I see them all year and have had many chances to get close looks at them at our 
birdfeeder. So I wanted to share this beautiful bird with you.   Jasey 

Fun facts and info from https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/house_finch/lifehistory 

Photo from allaboutbirds.org 

House Finch 
Haemorhous mexicanus 
 
Size: Similar in size to a House Sparrow but 
slimmer.  
Male: Red head and chest with steaky brown belly 
and tail. 
Female: Similar to male but without the red head 
and chest.  
Nest: Usually in trees or ledges or in a human-made 
structure such as vents or bird houses.  
Eggs: 2-6, pale blue to white with dark steaks.   
Food: Almost exclusively plant material such as 
seeds and fruit. 

Viewing Tips 
House Finches are fairly common in this area. The easist place to 
see them is at a feeder or you can listen for their beautiful song. 

 


